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The 9 Comparable States

Prior commissions have considered data from the 9 states utilized by Washington State
Human Resources in its salary and benefits studies. The states were selected on the basis
of economic comparability and location with Washington. They are:

Arizona
Colorado
Connecticut
Hawaii
Maryland
Massachusetts
New Jersey
Oregon
Virgina

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation). The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected except where
noted.
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State Salary
Massachusetts 243,493
Connecticut 226,711
Washington 218,744
Hawaii 217,908
New Jersey 210,000
Maryland 192,000
Virgina 175,000
Colorado 134,632
Oregon 98,600
Arizona 95,000

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation). The data is most current available: 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Salaries of Lieutenant Governor in the 9 Comparable

on Salaries for Elected Officials States
State Salary
Massachusetts 216,292
Connecticut 189,843
Hawaii 183,804
New Jersey 175,000
Maryland 172,000
Arizona 144,971
Washington 131,687
Colorado 102,027
Virgina 48,645
Oregon N/A

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Salaries of Secretary of State in the 9 Comparable States

State Salary
Virgina 226,642
Massachusetts 202,427
Connecticut 189,483
New Jersey 175,000
Washington 145,714
Maryland 118,000
Colorado 102,027
Oregon 77,000
Arizona 70,000
Hawaii 0

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Salaries of in the Treasurer in the 9 Comparable States

State Salary
Massachusetts 260,637
New Jersey 210,000
Virgina 199,080
Connecticut 189,483
Hawaii 186,780
Washington 172,544
Maryland 172,000
Colorado 102,027
Oregon 77,000
Arizona 70,000

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Salaries of Attorney General in the 9 Comparable States

State Salary
Massachusetts 223,495
New Jersey 210,000
Washington 206,923
Connecticut 189,483
Hawaii 183,804
Maryland 173,000
Virgina 150,000
Colorado 111,677
Arizona 90,000
Oregon 82,220

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Salaries of Auditor in the 9 Comparable States

State Salary
Massachusetts 253,494
Oregon 235,371
Arizona 210,000
Hawaii 175,056
Washington 154,588
Maryland* No Auditor
Colorado N/A
Connecticut N/A
New Jersey N/A
Virgina N/A

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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State Salary
Maryland 361,000
Colorado 334,099
Oregon 304,212
Connecticut 257,428
Hawaii 249,600
Virgina 212,312
New Jersey 210,000
Massachusetts 206,496
Washington 171,765
Arizona 85,000

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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Connecticut 234,027
Colorado 228,706
Virgina 223,883
New Jersey 210,000
Maryland 206,000
Oregon 203,625
Massachusetts 180,522
Hawaii 175,056
Washington 154,588
Arizona 142,200

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation. The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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State Salary

Oregon 247,821
Connecticut 245,215
Maryland 235,000
Colorado 228,705
Arizona 210,000
New Jersey 210,000
Virgina 203,779
Massachusetts 203,707
Hawaii 175,058
Washington 171,765

These states are comparable to Washington in aspects that most affect salaries, benefits,
classification of employees, and that fall within one standard deviation (+/-) of where
Washington’s survey data lands in specifically identified economic criteria (i.e., our state
population number, how many people state government employs, regional price parities
calculation). The data is most current available; 2025 salaries are reflected.
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